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ST  JOHN , CH.  iv.  K 49,  LATTER  BART. 

« SIR,  COME  DOWN,  ERE  MY  CHILD  DIE.** 


THERE  is  no  part  of  our  Saviour’s  conduft,  from  which  we  may  not 
derive  inftrudlion  in  righteoufnefs,  or  fortitude  in  the  day  of  trial. 
By  thofe  adtions  in  which  he  difplayed  his  unparalleled  benevolence,  our 
hearts  are  warmed  with  admiration,  and  a generous  defire  to  imitate  him, 
as  “ the  Son  of  Man by  thofe  in  which  he  manifefted  the  figns  of  ftupen- 
dous  and  divine  power,  our  minds  are  confirmed  in  their  faith  in  him,  as 
“ the  Son  of  God.” 

Both  thefe  effects  muft  be  produced  in  us  by  a due  attention  to  that  con- 
ference, between  him  and  a certain  nobleman,  of  which  the  text  is  a part. 
It  muft  convince  us  that,  though  Jefus  is  “ the  Son  of  God,  with  power,” 
yet  is  he  feelingly  moved  by  our  infirmities,  our  ficknefs,  and  difeafes ; and, 
as  he  is  prefent  with  his  people,  and  will  continue  to  be  fo  “ till  the  end  of 
the  world,”  we  ought  not  to  fuffer  our  faith  to  fail,  or  be  fhaken  in  mind 
by  any  calamity. 

Such  a firm  and  unchangeable  confidence  in  the  power  of  Chrift  diftin- 
guifhed  the  noble  fuitor  in  the  recorded  circumftance  before  us.  Though 
probably  far  lefs  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  his  divine  miffion,  than  the 
hu  mb  left  believer  may  now  be,  by  means  of  the  gofpel ; yet,  on  hearing 
of  the  bleffed  Redeemer’s  arrival  in  the  province  where  he  dwelt,  we  are 
told  that  “ he  went  unto  him,  and  befought  him  that  he  would  come  and 

heal  his  fon,  who  was  at  the  point  of  death.  Then,  faid  Jefus  unto  him” 
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(meaning  his  reproof  to  apply  to  the  furrounding  populace)  u except  ye 
fee  figns  and  wonders,  ye  will  not  believe,” — unlefs  44  fome  great  thing  be 
done”  to  ftrike  your  outward  fenfes,  ye  will  have  no  inward  convidtion 
that  T am  able  to  do  this.  46  The  nobleman  faith  unto  him,  Sir,  come 
down,  ere  my  child  die  !” 

There  is  a beautiful  abruptnefs  in  the  latter  of  thefe  words,  befpeaking  the 
utmoft  folicitude  and  affedtion.  We  can  be  at  no  lofs  to  conceive  what  paf- 
fed  within  the  father’s  heart  at  that  critical  moment.  The  child,  on  whofe 
account  his  apprehenfions  were  awakened,  was  perhaps,  an  only  child  : one 
whom  he  had  fondly  deemed  was  deftined  to  tranfmit  his  name,  his  pof- 
ieflions,  and  his  honours,  to  future  ages ; one,  whofe  artlefs  fimplicity  and 
endearing  fmiles  had  taught  him  what  biifs  it  is  to  be  a parent ! Such  a 
child  lay  44  at  the  point  of  death  ;”  and  every  human  means,  we  may  fiip- 
pofe,  had  been  tried — but  tried  in  vain— to  fave  him.  The  importunity, 
therefore,  of  the  alarmed  father,  that  Jefus  would  lofe  no  time  ere  he  vi- 
fited  the  child,  wras  natural, — evincing  a moft  tender  anxiety  for  the  objedl 
of  his  love,  as  well  as  a molt  lively  faith  in  the  miraculous  power  of  Him 
whofe  beneficent  intervention  he  fought.  Happy  nobleman  ! thus  to  feel 
for  thy  child,  and  thus  to  think  of  thy  Saviour  ! As  a recompence  for  his 
faith  and  his  affection,  that  Saviour  faid  unto  him,  44  Go  thy  way,  thy 
Ion  liveth  Then  was  afforded  by  him  another  teltimony  of  implicit  faith. 
For,  inftead  of  demurring  at  the  command  to  depart  unattended  by  the 
Divine  Phyfician,  whofe  aid  he  folicited,  we  are  informed,  44  the  man  be- 
lieved the  word  that  Jefus  had  fpoken  unto  him,  and  went  his  way.  xYid, 
as  he  was  now  going  down,  hisfervants  met  him”  with  this  joyful  intelli- 
gence, faying,  44  Thy  fon  liveth  !”  Then  inquired  he  of  them  the  hour 
when  he  began  to  amend.  And  they  faid,  44  Yefterday,  at  the  feventh 
hour,  the  fever  left  him.”  So  the  father  knew  that  it  was  at  the  fame  hour 
in  the  which  Jefus  faid  unto  him,  44  Thy  fon  liveth  :”  and  himfelf  believed, 
and  his  whole  houfe. 

Such  is  the  beautiful  feripture-narrative  of  44  this  fecond  miracle  which 
Jefus  did,  when  he  was  come  out  of  Judea  into  Galilee.”  And  with  much 
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inftru&ion  it  is  certainly  fraught,  when  confidered  as  an  argument  of  faith 
in  Him  who  came  to  “ redeem  us  to  God  by  his  blood” — who,  on  “{peak- 
ing the  word  only,”  could  reftore  the  dying  to  inftant  health,  and  deprive 
the  grave  of  its  victory.  With  this  fpiritual  edification,  may  the  curfory 
view  we  have  taken  of  the  miracle  imbue  your  hearts  ! May  it,  by  God's 
grace,  affect  you  and  your  houfeholds,  as  it  affefted  him  and  his  family  for 
whom  it  was  wrought ! May  it  caufe  you  and  your  “ whole  houfe  to  be- 
lieve” in  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God ; and,  bringing  forth  the  fruits  of 
righteoufnefs,  may  your  belief  be  unto  falvation  ! 

Neither  is  that  portion  of  the  facred  narrative,  which  forms  the  text, 
incapable  of  affording  temporal  inftruftion  of  an  important  and  valuable 
nature  : rior  will  it  I prefume,  be  deemed  an  improper  deviation  from 
the  ufual  line  of  a chriftian  pallor’s  duty,  if,  in  a temporal  point  of  view, 

1 regard  it,  throughout  the  remainder  of  this  dilcourfe.  Matters,  1 know,  of 
eternal  concernment  to  man, — matters  which  relate  to  the  health,  the  falva- 
tion of  the  foul , ought  to  occupy  every  minifter's  principal  attention  ; and 
thefe  great  obje£ls,  you  will  bear  witnefs  for  me,  my  friends,  have  not  by 
me  been  neglected.  During  more  than  thirteen  years  miniftration  among 
you,  “ I have  not  fhunned  to  declare  unto  you  the  whole  counlel  of  God, 
rightly  dividing  his  faithful  word,  according  to  the  ability  which  he 
giveth.”  In  the  fpacious  field  allotted  to  paftoral  care,  offices  of  various 
denominations  are  to  be  performed:  Sometimes  doctrines  are  to  he  un- 
folded, and  at  others  duties  to  be  impreffed.  Of  the  latter,  the  leaf!  im- 
portant are  undoubtedly  thofe  which  appertain  to  the  corporeal  welfare  of 
our  flocks.  But  no  minifter  who  feels  a real  affe£fion  for  them,  who  re- 
gards them  as  his  brethren  and  his  children,  will  think  even  fuch  duties  of 
fo  little  moment,  as  entirely  to  pafs  them  by efpecially  when  they  relate 
to  health  and  ficknefs — to  life  and  death. 

And  that  this  is  the  cafe  with  refpedl  to  the  temporal  duty  T am  about  to 
inculcate,  will  eafily  be  proved  ; a duty  that  applies  more  particularly  to 
parents — enjoining  them,  by  many  weighty  motives,  to  avail  themfelves 
of  the  means  of  fecuring  their  children  from  one  of  the  molt  dreadful  dif- 
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cafes  that  can  affliCl  human  nature.  The  means  will  hereafter  be  fpecified  : 
The  dreadful  evil,  from  which  thofe  means  form  a fecurity,  is  the  Small 
Pox. 


c<  For  many  a century  the  malignant  pefl 
cc  Has  rag’d  in  fury  and  deftroy’d  mankind. 
u The  cities  groan’d;  the  matron  o’er  her  babe 
“ In  unavailing  trance  of  anguifn  hung  ; 
tc  The  babe,  the  mother’s  felf,  became  his  prey  ; 

<c  The  youth,  the  virgin,  funk  into  the  tomb! 

In  our  temperate  climate  it  has  been  found  generally  fevere , — frequently 
fatal : and,  in  climes  lefs  favourable,  it  is  regarded  with  almoft  as  much 
horror  as  the  Plague.  Though  of  infinitely  lefs  confequence  to  afcertain 
its  origin  than  its  end,  the  circumftance  is,  neverthelefs,  fomewhat  Angu- 
lar, that  the  afflictive  fcourge  may  be  traced  up  the  path  of  time  to  a coun- 
try and  a people,  from  whence  hath  flowed  a wide  and  overwhelming  tor- 
rent of  other  evils.  At  an  aera  when  the  followers  of  Mahomet  carried,  in 
their  victorious  career,  rapine  and  deftruCtion  over  fome  of  the  faireft  por- 
tions of  the  globe,  it  pleafed  the  Almighty  to  make  them  alfo  the  rod  of 
his  anger  in  punifliing  the  wickednefs  of  man  by  introducing  this  baneful 
diforder.  Unfparing  as  the  weapon  by  which  their  religion  was  planted 
and  propagated,  it  diffufed  its  deadly  influence  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  Wherever  its  contagion  went  abroad,  whether  in  the  crouded  city, 
or  the  more  healthy  hamlet,  66  was  there  fcarcely  a houfe  where  there  was 
not  one  dead.”  To  arreft  its  fatal  courle,  in  fome  of  the  unpropitious  re- 
gions of  the  eaft,  whole  towns  or  villages  are  deferted ; “ every  ave- 
nue, at  the  fame  time,  is  barred  equally  againft  the  admiflion  of  vifitors 
and  the  flight  of  thofe  who  are  confined  fo  that  all  the  wretched  inha- 
bitants known,  or  fuppofed  to  be  infeCted  with  it,  are  left  miferably  to 
perifh  together. (a)-f 

With  what  joy  and  gratitude,  then,  ought  mankind  to  hail  a difcovery 
that  will  ejfeCl  the  extinction  of  fo  dire  an  evil ! or , which  is  the  fame  thing , that 

* Dr.  Downman’s  “ Infancy,  a Poem.” 
f The  notes  to  which  the  letters  refer  will  be  found  at  the  end. 
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will fecurely  guard  the  human  conjlitution  againfl  its  power  ! Can  we  forbear 
to  offer,  for  fo  tranfcendent  a bleffing,  the  incenfe  of  praife  and  thankf- 
giving  to  the  Father  of  Lights, — the  inexhauftible  fource  of  all  wifdom 
and  knowledge ; to  that  Almighty  and  Merciful  Being,  who  is  the  giver 
of  every  good  and  perfeCt  gift ; from  whom  cometh  our  falvation  of  both 
body  and  foul ! And  can  we — can  the  whole  race  of  mortals  difperfed 
over  the  face  of  the  earth,  withhold  our  heartfelt  acknowledgements  to 
the  chofen  Agent  of  Divine  Beneficence — to  the  humane  and  enlightened 
individual  who  difcovered  the  faJutary  expedient  ? Shall  he  not  66  be  had 
in  everlafting  remembrance?”  Yes  ; hiftory,  in  bright  and  unfading  cha- 
racters, fhall  record  his  name  ; with  pleafing  and  grateful  emotion  the 
name  of  Je  nner  lhall  be  repeated  by  people  of  every  tongue  and  every 
age,  44  till  time  fhall  be  no  longer;” — till,  before  an  affembled  univerfe,  he 
lhall  be  invited,  with  all  the  followers  of  the  Lamb,  to  inherit  that  king- 
dom where  fhall  be  no  more  death,  neither  ficknefs,  nor  pain,  nor  forrow  ; 
but  where  64  the  voice  of  joy  and  health”  fhall  be  heard  for  evermore, 

The  beneficial  difcovery  here  alluded  to,  and  that  a£ts  as  a certain  anti- 
dote againft  the  fatal  diftemper  already  defcribed,  is  denominated  the 
Cow-Pock  ;(c)  a mild  and  gentle  affeCtion  (for  it  can  fcarcely  be  called  a 
difeafe)  communicated  to  the  human  fpecies  through  the  medium  of  that 
ufeful  and  innoxious  animal  from  which  it  derives  its  name.  This  is  done 
by  inoculation:  when  (fays  its juftly-celebrated  difcoverer)  44  Whoever  has 
been  thus  ajfeBed,  is  for  ever  after  fecure  from  the  infection  of  the  Small- Pox  ; 
neither  expofure  to  its  influence,  nor  infertion  of  the  matter  into  the  fkin , produc- 
ing that  dijiemperP* 

Corroborative  teflimonies  of  thefe  pofitive  and  unequivocal  declarations 
are  afforded  us  from  every  part  of  our  own  country,  and  from  many  coun- 
tries abroad.  After  having  been  introduced,  with  uniform  fuccefs,  into  our 
armies  and  navies,  the  happy  remedy  was  transferred  into  France,  Spain,  Por- 
tugal; Germany,  Italy, Switzerland,  Turkey,  Malta,  and  other  parts  bordering 
upon  the  Mediterranean  Sea, — into  America,  Africa,  and  both  the  Indies: 

* Dr.  Jenner’s  Inquiry,  &c.  p.  7 and  146.  Second  Edition. 
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And  the  experience  of  all  thefe  widely  diftant  countries,  of  climates  fo  ex- 
tremely various,  containing  inhabitants  of  Inch  dirlerentcomUti; lions,  de- 
monftrates  inconteftibly,  that  the  expedient  is  effectual.  A cita- 
tion of  all  thefe  concurrent  proofs,  or  even  of  thole  only  which  are  pecu- 
liarly linking,  w ould  extend  this  diicourie  to  a very  undue  length,  and  con- 
flrain  me  to  fiupprefis  other  matter,  which  I conceive  to  be  important.  A 
few  particulars,  however,  tending  to  fatis.fy  and  convince  the  mind,  lhall 
here  be  given. 

A committee  of  medical  and  learned  men  in  France,  overcoming  thofe 
unworthy  con  fid  era  dons  which  a frate  of  national  hoftility  is  too  apt  to 
excite  at  fuch  a c-rifis,  had  the  honeft  candour  thus  publicly  to  announce 
and  reprefent  this  truly  momentous  Britifh  difeovery.  After  honourably 
fpecifying  its  author  and  the  country  whence  tl^ey  derived  it,— and  ftating 
fuch  multitudinous  proof  of  its  virtue  as  had  fatisfied  its  mo  ft  violent  and 
fc.eprical  oppofers,— that  committee  affirm  it  to  be  u the  moft  brilliant  and 
important  difeovery  of  the  eighteenth  century;  to  which  the  whole  world 
will  be  indebted  for  the  annihilation  of  that  moft  deftrudlive  fcourge  (the 
Small-Pox)  which  has  ravaged  and  delolated  it  for  fo  many  centuries. ”(V) 

At  Malta  (denominated  in  the  feriptures  Melita),  the  ifland  on  which 
St,  Paul  was  providentially  caft,  after  ihipwreck,  and  where  he  was  mira- 
culoufly  preferred  from  harm,  after  having  been  bitten  by  a “ venomous 
beaft  that  faftened  on  his  hand  at  that  ifland,  on  an  introduction  of  the 
difeovery  in  queftion,  by  our  countrymen,  we  learn  (and  may  repeat  the 
intelligence  in  the  very  words  of  feripture  that  characterized  the  identical 
place  in  the  days  of  the  Apoftle)  that,  on  this  account,  64  the  barbarous 
people  fhewed  them  no  little  kindnefs that,  for  the  fame  reafon,  “ the 
chief  man  of  the  ifland  alfo  received  them,  and  lodged  them  courteoufly 
that,  on  an  “ offer  being  made  to  inoculate  the  whole  ifland,  both  the  no- 
bility and  the  mafs  of  the  people,  delighted,  preffed  in  crowds”  to  receive 
the  proffered  bleffing  : that,  finally,  “ an  hofpitai  is  there  eftablifhed  for 
inoculation  of  the  poor,  very  properly  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  be- 
nevolent Englifhmaa  by  whom  that  bleffing  was  firft  employed  to  fuper- 
fede  and  exterminate  the  Small-Pox. (A) 
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At  Conftantinople  the  falutary  praflice  is  rapidly  extending  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  the  Britifh  Ambalfador,  and  recommended  by  his  high  example ; for 
he  demonftrated  its  beneficial  influence  by  the  inoculation  of  his  own  child. 

A fociety  of  learned  men  in  our  own  country  afifure  us,  “ that  it  is  mild 
and  devoid  of  danger,  caufing  little  pain  or  ficknefs  ; fo  little,  that  fierce- 
ly one  patient  in  four  hundred  has  occafion,  on  account  thereof,  to  be 
confined  for  a Angle  day  :(/)  that  it  is  not  communicable  any  other  way 
than  by  inoculation  : that  it  is  fo  harmlefs,  that  even  infants } at  the  moment 
of  their  birth , may  be  inoculated  with  it  in  perfect  fafety 

A moft  refpectable  individual  of  our  own  parifh,  as  extenfively  known 
for  his  profeffional  abilities  as  he  is  efleemed  for  his  public  and  private  vir- 
tues, pronounces  it  “ the  moft  important  difcovery  that  ever  was  made  in 
medicine  for  faving  the  lives  of  the  human  fpecies.”^) 

% 

A clergyman,  in  Lancafhire,  thus  writes  to  the  judicious  difcoverer  : — 
“ A few  years  ago  I was  in  the  habit  of  burying  two  or  three  children  al- 
moft  every  evening,  during  the  fpring  and  autumnal  feafons,  who  had 
died  of  the  Small-Pox  ; but  now  this  difeafe  has  entirely  ceafed  to  call  a 
Angle  vidtim  to  the  grave.  And  why  ? — I have  inoculated  for  the  Cow- 
Pock  upwards  of  three  thoufand  perfons,  and  the  Small-Pox  has  no  longer 
an  exiftence  in  my  neighbourhood. fi) 

But,  happily,  we  need  not  go  beyond  the  limits  of  our  own  neighbour- 
hood for  a very  fignal  fa£t,  proving  the  fovereign  and  permanent  efficacy 
of  this  antidote  : a fadl  which,  from  fcrupulous  inveftigation  and  inquiry, 
I can  authenticate.  A woman,  now  redding  in  an  adjacent  village,  far 
advanced  in  years,  had,  happily,  when  young,  the  difeafe  of  which  we 
are  {'peaking  ; but  never  had  the  Small- Pox.  More  than  twenty  years  af- 
terwards, having  married,  her  hufband  and  five  of  her  children  were  af- 
failed  by  that  dreadful  diftemper.  Pier  hufband  died  ; and  her  children 

* Britifh  Critic  for  Auguft,  1801.  This  latter  circumftance  was  alfo  verified  by  a nephew  of  Dr.  Jen- 
ner,  “ who  inoculated  with  the  Cow- Pock  a child  only  twenty  hours  old,  which  went  through  the  dif- 
eafe without  apparent  illnefs,  yet  was  found  effe&uaily  to  refill  the  action  of  Small-Pox  matter,  with 
which  it  was  fubfequently  inoculated.”  Inquiry,  p.  j 37 . 
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narrowly  efcaped  a fimilar  fate.  Notwithstanding  fhe  was  conftantly  with 
them,  handling  their  contagious  bodies,  and  inhaling  their  peftilential 
breath,  the  received  not  the  flighted  fymptom  of  infedtion.  Upwards  of 
forty  years  after  her  having  the  Cow- Pock,  the  nurfed,  and  conftantly  at- 
tended upon,  four  of  her  grand  children,  during  their  illnels  of  the  cafual 
Small-Pox,  which  proved  mortal  to  all  of  them,  as  it  had  before  done  to 
her  hufband : yet,  again,  no  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  affedted  her.  So 
that  here  we  have  a double  proof  that  the  Cow-Pock  is  not  merely  a tem- 
porary and  tranfient  fecurity  againft  the  Small-Pox,  thus  remarkably  fa- 
tal in  one  family  ; but  that  the  fecurity  afforded  by  it  is  as  durable  as  the 
means  are  Ample.*  (7) 

Thofe  perfons  who  are  induced  to  defpife  thefe  means  on  account  of  their 
(imp licity,  I humbly  remind  of  the  Ample  means  prefcribedfor  the  cure  of 
Naaman.  Pride  and  ignorance  alone  prefer  “ fome  great  thing”  in  ac- 
compliihing  their  end,  to  whatever  is  Ample  and  eafy. 

Let  fuch  perfons  alfo  refledt,  that,  in  the  Small-Pox,  the  violence  of 
the  difeafe  often  depends  greatly  on  diet  and  regimen  : — in  the  Cow-Pock, 
thefe  matters  are  found  of  very  little  confequence.  In  the  former  cafe,  as 
the  medical  attendant  can  only  advife,  the  welfare  of  a patient  may  be, 
and,  no  doubt,  is,  frequently  fruftrated  by  injudicious  friends: — in  the 
latter  cafe,  it  is  fcarcely  in  their  power  to  do  an  injury. 

When  all  thefe  circumftances  are  impartially  conAdered,  may  we  not 
reasonably  conclude,  that,  under  the  Divine  B! effing,  a general  ufe  oj  this  ad- 
mirable expedient  will  effect  the  total  extinction  of  the  Small-Pox  in  every  part  of 
the  IV or  Id. ? — W hat  a pleafmg  profpedt  does  fuch  a well-grounded  expedta- 
tion  open  to  pofterity  1- — May  they  alfo  be  as  unacquainted  with  the 
Plague  as  with  that  expiring  kindred-agent  of  deftrudtion  ! 

A conviction  that  this  pleafmg  profpedt  may  be  realized,  and  that  an 
incalculable  degree  of  good  may  be  wrought  by  the  remedy  upon  the  pre- 
heat infant  generation,  impels  me  moft  earneftly  to  recommend  it  from 
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this  facred  delk,  as  being  adapted  to  fave  the  lives  of  thoufands  and  tens 
of  thoufands  of  my  fellow-creatures. 

A fimilar  convi&ion,  the  refult  of  pofitive  fa£t  and  experience,  has 
now  rapidly  been  diffiffed  by  our  government  and  countrymen,  as  wide 
and  as  far  as  the  glory  of  our  arms ; and,  like  our  arms,  it  has  been  victori- 
ous— conquering  every  prejudice — overcoming  every  obftacle  that  oppofed 
it- — conftraining  the  various  nations  of  the  earth  (as  we  have  already 
fhewn)  to  regard  a knowledge  of  the  life-faving  difcovery  as  a moft  pecu- 
liar bleffing ; and,  in  gratitude  for  its  being  imparted  to  them,  to  call 
down  bleffings  on  the  Britifti  name. 

May  the  fame  zeal,  and  the  fame  fuccefs  diftinguifh  us,  in  extending 
a knowledge  of  the  far  greater  bleffings  of  redemption ! May  Jews,  Turks, 
Infidels,  and  Heretics,  have  reafon  to  blefs  us  for  infinitely  vafter  favours 
conferred  on  their  fouls,  for  being  the  means,  under  Heaven,  of  faving 
them  from  death,  by  guiding  them  from  darknefs  to  light — from  the  power 
of  Satan  unto  God  !— My  heart’s  defire  and  prayer  is,  that  their  prejudices 
againft  the  faving  do£trines  of  revealed  truth  may  henceforth  be  as  fpeedily 
fubdued,  as,  I am  convinced,  will  be  the  prejudices  which  (till  adhere  to 
the  minds  of  fome  perfons,  againft  the  falutary  remedy  under  confider- 
ation. — Thefe  latter  prejudices  I fhall  briefly  examine,  in  order  to  refute 
them. 

The  moft  popular  and  prevailing  one  is,  the  apparent  prefumption  of 
preventing  one  difeafe  by  introducing  another.  “ Almighty  God,”  fays 
the  obje£tor,  u beft  knows  when  and  with  what  difeafes  to  vifit  man- 
kind : therefore  for  us  to  bring  a difeafe,  either  upon  ourfelves  or  our  chil- 
dren, prematurely , is  wickedly  to  oppofe  the  will  and  wifdom  of  God.” 

If  this  objection  have  any  weight,  it  is  equally  wicked  and  prefump- 
tuous  to  remove  fickneffes  and  difeafes,  as  being  vifitations  of  God; 
equally  wicked  and  prefumptuous  to  guard  againft  the  effe&s  of  an  hur- 
ricane, a thunder-ftorm,  or  an  earthquake,  when  God  thinks  proper  to 
fend  them. — But  it  is  not  prefumptuous  to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  dif- 
coveries  of  the  wife,  which  46  God,  that  teacheth  man  knowledge,  enables 
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them  to  make  for  the  benefit  of  fociety.  On  the  contrary,  it  were  pre- 
fumptuous  to  rejufe  the  adoption  of  thofe  difcoveries,  as  it  implies  a bold 
and  vain  confidence,  where  none  can  rationally  be  repofed.  On  this 
fubjedt,  Holy  Scripture,  the  only  infallible  directory  of  human  conduct, 
is  exprefs  and  plain  : “ To  him  that  knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doeth  it  not,  to 
him  it  is  fin ” He  is  acceffary  to  the  death  of  thofe  who  are  loft  through 
his  prejudice,  obftinacy,  and  folly. 

Another  prejudice  againft  the  propofed  remedy  in  queftion,  is  not,  like 
the  one  juft  noticed,  founded  in  folly,  but  is,  apparently , fandtioned  by 
reafon  and  prudence.  It  is  a prejudice,  whofe  cautionary  fears,  the  ten- 
dernefs  of  a parent  and  the  wifdom  of  fociety  ought  not  to  defpife.  It  is 
a prejudice  arifing  from  an  idea,  that,  together  with  the  Cow-Pock,  fome 
other  difeafe  may  be  communicated,  whofe  effedts  will  be  permanently 
baneful,  and  capable  of  tranfmiftion  to  pofterity  : thus  widely  difleminat- 
ing  thoughout  the  world  new  diforders,  more  dreadful  than  the  one  againft 
which  we  guard. 

This  objedtion,  which  certainly  wears  the  femblance  of  reafon,  I fhall 
hope  effedtually  to  remove,  by  declaring  that  there  is  no  cafe  on  record 
of  any  other  difeafe  being  inoculated  into  the  fyftem  with  the  Cow- Pock; 
nor  is  it  likely  there  fhould;  fince  the  animal,  through  whofe  medium  it  is 
derived,  is  deftined  by  Providence  for  the  aliment  of  man,  and  is  remark- 
able for  its  healthinefs  and  gentle  qualities 

Befides  the  prejudices  here  fpecified,  the  remedy  we  recommend  meets 
with  another  obftacle  to  its  general  adoption,  of  a very  different  nature  ; 
namely,  a miftaken  notion,  entertained  by  many  perfons  in  the  lower 
ftation  of  life,  that  it  is  attended  by  confiderable  expence.  Were  the 
notion  true,  we  might  literally  fay,  66  the  deftrudtion  of  the  poor  is  their 
poverty.”  This,  however,  I am  happy  to  affure  my  indigent  brethren, 
is  an  erroneous  and  improvident  idea  ; for  the  expence,  as  well  as  trouble, 
attending  it  is  trifling ; fo  trifling,  that  few  are  too  poor  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  it ; and,  towards  extreme  poverty,  I know  that  they  whofe  pro- 
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feffion  it  is  to  impart  the  difcovered  bleffing,  are,  in  this  liberal  country, 
as  eminent  for  their  humanity  as  for  their  fcience. 

But,  all  who  regard  expence  as  the  only  obftacle,  I requeft  to  confider  how 
much  greater  coft  would  be  incurred  in  the  recovery  of  a child  from  the 
Small-Pox;  or  (which  is  very  likely  to  happen)  how  much  larger  expences 
ftill  would  be  brought  upon  them  by  its  death  and  burial ! 

I fincerely  wiili  this  laft-mentioned  obftacle  were  removed,  in  every 
place,  by  making  inoculation  for  the  Cow-Pock  a parochial  concern  ; that 
every  poor  parent  might  fly  to  a fkilful  practitioner  with  the  pathetic  plea 
in.  the  text,  and  have  his  child  faved  from  a premature  death  by  the 
wife  and  well  directed  bounty  of  his  more  opulent  neighbours  : bounty, 
not  flowing  from  the  precarious  fources  of  fubfcription ; but  regularly 
fupplied,  by  legiflative  command,  from  the  parifh-rates. — Many  thoufands 
of  lives,  I am  perfuaded,  would  thus  be  preferved  to  the  community,  which 
now  fall  victims  to  a difeafe  naturally  dangerous  and  deftruCtive.  A dif- 
feafe,  which,  like  death  defcribed  by  the  poet,  knocks  equally  atLhe  gates 
of  the  rich,  and  at  the  cottages  of  the  poor : a peftilence  that  walketh  in 
darknefs,  and  that  equally  deftroyeth  at  noon  day.(k) 

After  all  that  has  been  faid,  is  it  aflerted  that  inoculation  for  the  Small- 
Pox  is  a method  fufficiently  fafe  to  render  this  more  modern  one  unnecef- 
fary  ? — Like  oil  caft  on  a billowy  furface,  I allow  that  the  former  mode 
ajjuages  the  violence  of  the  difeafe ; but  this  foothes  it  into  peace — or,  to 
fpeak  more  properly,  repels  and  counteracts  its  rage.  The  former  me- 
thod relieves  apprehenfion ; the  latter  removes  it.  Many  inftances  of 
mortality  have  been  known  to  follow  the  one;  none  the  other;  no,  nor 
danger  of  mortality ; it  not  being  attended  with  indifpofition  to  create 
alarm  in  the  breaft  of  the  mofl  timid  and  tender  parent. 

But  there  are  objections  of  another  nature  againft  inoculating  with  the 
Small-Pox,  which  I fhall  briefly  enumerate. 

i.  There  are  times  when  every  neighbourhood  is  free  from  the  conta- 
gion of  that  diforder.  Yet  fome  parent,  anxious  for  the  fafety  of  his 
offspring,  caufes  it  to  be  introduced?  by  having  them  inoculated. — We 
will  fuppofe  that  fuch  parent’s  individual  aim  is  accomplifhed ; that  his 
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children  happily  recover,  and  are  thus  fhielded  from  danger  of  future 
contagion.  But  what  becomes  of  his  neighbour  § children  ?- — From  his 
houfe,  infection  flies  around.  His  neighbours’  children — as  dear  to  them 
as  to  his  heart  are  his  own — from  affociation  or  communication  of  fome 
fort  or  other,  take  the  cafual  Small-Pox,  and  are  hurried  by  it  to  the 
grave  ! other  children  derive  from  the  latter  the  virulent  infe£tion,  and 
fhare  a fimilar  fate ! — Thus,  as  when  a fmall  pebble  is  thrown  into  a 
tranquil  lake,  circles  diverge  rapidly  wider  and  wider,  till  the  whole 
furface  becomes  troubled — an  entire  neighbourhood,  or  populous  parifh,. 
may  have  melancholy  caufe  to  deplore,  and  feverely  to  condemn,  the  fird 
introduction  of  fuch  a diforder.  Thus,  by  its  means,  a {ingle  perfon, 
from  a natural  folicitude  for  the  welfare  of  one  particular  child,  may 
eventually  occafion  the  deaths  of  thoufands.  “ A little  leaven  leavenetlx 
the  whole  lump.”  A fingle  {’park  may  lay  a city  in  allies. 

On  the  other  hand,  nothing  of  this  fearful  nature  is  to  be  apprehended 
by  an  introdudtion  of  the  Cow-Pock  into  a neighbourhood  where  it  had, 
previoufly,  no  exidence — infedtion  being  communicable  only  by  inocur- 
lation.  Thofe  having  the  difeafe  immediately  upon  them,  may  have 
condant  intercourfe  with  others  of  the  fame  family,  not  inoculated — evea 
fo  intimately  as  that  of  a mother,  who  has  not  had  the  Small-Pox  or  the 
Cow-Pock,  fuckling  her  own  child  under  the  latter  difeafe,  without  the 
lead  rilk  of  contagion  *. 

2.  Another  difadvantage  attending  inoculated  Small-Pox,  is  the  necef- 
fary  medicinal  treatment  of  a patient  both  before  and  after  it ; before  it^ 
to  abate  the  violence  of  the  difeafe,  on  its  reception  into  the  human  frame; 
after  it,  to  cleanfe  the  habit  from  certain  confequent  impurities,  which 
might  otherwife  greatly  embitter  life,  or  probably  ihorten  it.  To  prevent 
thefe  difaftrous  cffedts,  by  fuch  effential  feverity  of  regimen,  a feeble  frame 
is  often  fo  reduced,  as  not  to  be  reftored  (if  ever  reftored  at  all)  but  by 
the  mod  unremitting  care  and  attention,  perfevered  in  through  a long 
courfe  of  time.  The  difficulty  of  doing  all  this  with  a young  infant  mud 
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be  manifeft  to  every  one  : the  impracticability  of  it  among  the  poor, 
equally  fo.  Confequently  many  children  of  the  latter  defcription,  after 
inoculated  Small  Pox,  undoubtedly  periih. 

Whereas,  with  the  Cow  Pock,  neither  before  nor  after  its  reception,  is 
any  medicine  whatever  neceffary^ l) . As  it  comes  like  a friendly  gueft  that 
tarrieth  but  a day,  unattended  by  danger  ; it  departs,  and  leaves  behind 
it  no  ground  for  regret,  but,  on  the  contrary,  much  for  fatisfa&ion  and 
joy  at  its  vifit, — imparting,  to  every  individual  who  has  received  it  into  his 
conftitution,  the  blefling  of  liable  fecurity  from  one  of  the  deadlieft  foes  of 
the  human  fpecies.  As  the  blood  of  the  Pafchal  Lamb  averted  the  aveng- 
ing fword  from  the  dwellings  where  it  was  feen — fo  a merciful  God  has, 
apparently,  vouchfafed  this  blefling  to  preferve  the  riflng  and  every  future 
generation  of  men  from  that  defpoiler  of  lovelinefs,  and  bereaver  of  life, 
whofelong  and  fatal  reign  itfeems  deftined  to  terminate. — O that  men 
would  therefore  praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and  declare  the  wonders 
that  he  doeth  for  the  children  of  men  !” 

After  this  view  of  the  fubjeCt,  which  I have  endeavoured  to  open  rather 
to  the  underftanding  than  to  the  heart,  44  may  I not”  (to  fpeak  in  the  lan- 
guage of  him  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  happy  difcovery)  46  may  I not 
congratulate  my  country  and  fociety  at  large  on  their  beholding,  in  the  mild 
form  of  the  Cow  Pox,  an  antidote  that  is  capable  of  extirpating  from  the 
earth  a difeafe  which  is  every  hour  devouring  its  vidlims ; a difeafe  that  has 
ever  been  confidered  as  the  fevereft  fcourge  of  the  human  race?” — Is  there 
a parent  before  me  that  halts  between  two  opinions  ? Can  any  one  be  fo 
eltranged  from  reafon, — from  prudence, — from  genuine  affeCtion  for  his 
children,  when  44  life  and  death  are  fet  before  him,”  as  not  to  be  44  refol- 
ved  what  to  do?” — For,  is  it  a fmall  matter,  parents ! merely  to  have  your 
offspring  grow  up  44  beautiful  and  well-favoured,  like  the  olive  branches 
round  about  your  table,” — blooming  in  health,  and  in  perfedl  pofleffion 
of  fight  and  limb  ? — to  have  them  efcape  the  ravages  of  a difeafe,  that 
too  often  deprives  the  eyes  of  fight,  and  fhockingly  disfigures  or  maims 
the  body,  if  it  do  not  deftroy  it? — Is  it  a fmall  matter,  parents!  to  have 
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your  own  minds  at  eafe^—to  carry  within  you  a conviction  that  ye  have 
66  done  what  ye  could5’  for  your  children’s  prefervation;  thus  avoiding  the 
torments  of  felf- reproach,  which  cannot  fail  to  afFedt  thofe,  who,  defpifing 
the  falutary  means  which  Providence  has  put  in  their  power,  are  doomed 
to  fee  their  children  mutilated  fpeetacles  ; or  to  Hied  tears  of  bitter  remorfe 
over  their  early  graves  ? Then,  by  thefe  confiderations,  be  induced  to  adopt 
the  proffered  remedy,  before  danger  threatens, — before  the  dreaded66  plague 
come  nigh  your  dwelling.”  When  it  is  come  nigh,  it  concerns  you  to  be 
felicitous  indeed ! Then  the  earneft,  impaffioned  appeal  in  the  text  will 
well  fuit  your  cafe — 66  Sir,  comedown,  ere  my  child  die !”(/») 

It  may  be  thought  I am  fcarcely  juftified  in  the  ufe  of  this  importunate 
kind  of  addrefs. — My  rcafon  is  the  following  : — During  certain  feafons, 
when  the  cafual  Small  Pox  has  been  prevalent  in  this  populous  parilh,  66  the 
knell  of  death”  as  ye  yourfelves  alfo  know,  was  accuftomed,  throughout 
many  fucceffive  days,  to  66  roll  its  awful  burthen  on  the  wind,”  announc- 
ing the  diffolution  of  your  fellow  creatures.  The  unufually-frequent  ufe 
Gf  that  monitor  of  the  living  was  occafioned  principally  by  the  difeafe  I have 
juft  mentioned,  feveral  of  whofe  victims,  cut  off  in  tender  infancy,  like 
the  early  bloftbms  of  fpring,  I havefeen  committed  to  the  duft  almoft  every 
evening.  Nor,  as  you  have  already  heard  in  this  difeourfe,  was  it  my  foli- 
tary  lot  to  witnefs  the  frequent  interment  of  fuch  vidtims.*  For  aconfider- 
able  time  I kept  an  account  of  their  number : and  the  largenefs  of  the 
melancholy  catalogue  deeply  affedted  my  feelings.  It  made  me,  as  fome 
of  you  may  remember,  not  many  years  ago,  publicly  recommend  inocula- 
tion as  unqueftionably  palliative  of  the  deftrudtive  diforder. — How  far 
preferable  to  that  expedient  is  the  one  I now  advife  the  ufe  of,  has  been 
affectionately  demonftrated  in  this  difeourfe. 

Nor  do  I advife  others  to  do  what  1 have  not  done  myfelf.  For  one  of 
my  own  children  I have  joyfully  had  recourfe  to  the  pleafing  remedy  : and 
I rely  upon  the  goodnefs  of  a gracious  God  to  render  it  effectual  in  future, 
as  it  has  hitherto  beenfafe  and  beneficial.- — So  that,  brethren,  you  fee  I have 
fpoken  to  you  from  experience  as  well  as  obfervation.  I have  fpoken  to 
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you  with  caution ; becaufe  the  fubje£l  is  allowed  to  be  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance. I have  fpoken  to  you  fomewhat  in  detail ; becaufe  a vad  chain 
of  tedimony  relating  to  it  was  prefented  to  my  view.  I have  fpoken  to 
you  feelingly  : becaufe  I wifh  you  to  be  happy  in  the  health  and  welfare  of 
your  children. — If  what  has  been  faid,  prove  the  humble  means,  by  God’s 
Grace,  of  preferving  but  “ one  fuch  little  one"  to  fociety,  that  otherwife 
would  have  perifhed — I fhall  not  have  preached  in  vain. 


THE  PRAYER. 

* 


O God,  the  giver  of  every  good  gift  that  appertaineth  either  to  our 
bodies  or  fouls, — whofe  fovereign  will  plagues,  peftilences,  and  difeafes,  do 
ever  obey  ; who  fendeft  them  forth  as  minifters  of  thy  vengeance  on  the 
finful  fons  of  men  ; and  yet  who,  in  judgment,  fo  thinked  upon  mercy  as  to 
fay  “ hitherto  fhall  ye  come,  and  no  further  O God,  it  is  of  that  mercy 
that  we  are  not  confumed  as  our  iniquities  too  judly  deferve.  What  fhall 
we  render,  therefore,  unto  Thee,  for  taking  away  one  of  Thy  fore  judg- 
ments from  us,  by  the  agency  of  thy  fervants,  whom  thou  teacheft  know- 
ledge for  the  benefit  of  their  fellow-creatures  r Bleffed  be  thy  name,  who 
healed  our  difeafes,  and  crowned:  us  with  loving-kindnefs  and  with  tender 
mercies  ; who  ordained  means  whereby  our  fons  may  grow  up  as  the 
young  plants,  and  our  daughters  be  as  the  polifhed  corners  of  the  temple. 
O that  out  of  the  mouths  of  thofe  babes  and  fucklings,  whom  thou  thus 
preferved,  may  be  perfected  praife  for  this  their  falvation  ! — but,  more  efpe- 
cially,  may  they  praife  Thee  throughout  the  whole  of  thofe  lives  which  thou 
keeped  from  dedruction,  for  the  far  greater  manifedation  of  thy  mercy 
towards  them — the  falvation  of  their  fouls,  through  Jefus  Chrid,  our 
Lord  : to  whom,  with  Thee,  and  the  Holy  Ghod,  be  afcribed  all  praife 
and  glory,  now  and  for  ever Amen. 


V 


NOTES: 

y 

REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  DISCOURSE, 


Note  (a)  Page  4. 

See  Captain  Turner’s  <e  Account  of  an  Embafly  to  the  Court  of  the  Tefhoo  Lama  in  Tibet, 
Sec”  in  which  interefting  Work  the  fatal  effects  of  the  Small  Pox  are  ftrikingly  ftated  : “ a diforder 
(fays  he),  not  lefs  dreaded  by  the  inhabitants  of  Tibet,  than  the  Plague.  Indeed,  where  it  rages, 
it  is  hardly  lefs  fatal.. ..As  foon  as  the  firft  appearance  of  it  is  publicly  known  in  any  village,  the 
healthy  haften  to  defert  it,  and  leave  the  infe&ed  abandoned  to  the  natural  courfe  of  the  diftemper. 
At  the  fame  time,  every  avenue,  & c.  Near  the  road  we  palled  were  feen  the  ruins  of  many  villages 
thus  deferted:  and  the  Capital  once  remained  for  three  years  without  inhabitants,  until  it  was  fup» 
pofed  to  be  completely  purged  of  the  peftilential  infedlion.” — p.  219. 

Mr.  Saunders,  Surgeon  to  the  Embafly,  fays — “ The  Small  Pox,  when  it  appears  among  thefe 
people  llrikes  them  with  terror  and  confternation.  Their  attention  is  not  employed  in  faving  the 
lives  of  the  infedted,  but  in  preferving  themfelves.  All  communication  with  the  infedled  is  ftridtly 
forbidden,  even  at  the  rilk  of  their  being  llarved ; and  the  houfe  or  village  is  afterwards  erafed.”— 
P«  415- 

Note  (b)  Page  5. 

The  author  entirely  coincides  in  opinion  with  a Writer  in  the  Medical  and  Phylical  Journal, 
that  it  is  but  an  adt  of  juftice  due  from  the  public  to  Dr  Jenner,  that  every  writer  on  this  fubjedt, 
efpecially  in  this  country,  Ihould  declare  unequivocally  and  explicitly.  That  Dr  Jenner  is  entitled 
to  the  admiration  and  reward  of  a grateful  public,  not  merely  for  inveftigating  the  nature  of  a 
known  difeafe,  but  for  conceiving  and  perfecting  the  important  idea  of  employing  that  difeafe , divefed 
of  its  feverity  by  art , to  fuperfede  and  finally  annihilate  the  fmall  Pox.”  Were  not  this  benefadtor  of 
mankind  a living  Charadter,  I Ihould  alk,  Where  are  the  Monuments  eredled  to  his  Honour  ? — 
But— semper  Honos>  Nomenque ” Monuments  there  are,  and  will  be, — durable  as  the  fpecies 

he  has  blefled  with  his  Labours  and  his  Science — Living  monuments;  Female  beauty,  undefpoiled, 
— and  manly  vigour,  unimpaired, — adorning  with  their  graces  every  habitation,  and  perpetuating 
the  praifes  of  a man  who  exterminated  the  Bane  of  thefe  Perfedtions  in  the  human  race. 


( i8  ) 


Note  (c)  Page  5. 

The  reader  will  perceive  that,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  difcourfe,  the  author  has  adhered 
to  this  mode  of  orthography.  His  reafon  for  doing  fo,  will  perhaps  be  obvious.  In  fome  Countries 
the  variolas  vaccince  is  denominated  the  Kine  Pock ; which  appellation,  probably,  in  proc  efs  of 
time  may  be,  not  inaptly,  changed  into  that  of  kind  Pock, — as  peculiarly  expreflive  of  its  natu  re 
and  tendency.  Reafon  and  jullice  feem  to  require  that  it  fkould  bear  a name  fignificantly  denoting 
its  ingenious  difcoverer.  In  Malta,  an  hofpital  for  the  inoculation  of  the  poor  with  it,  is  very 
properly  dyled  the  “ Jennerian  inilitution  :”  and  in  London,  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  the  “ Small 
Pox  Hofpital”  will  foon,  by  authority  and  grateful  ufage,  be  known  only  as  “ the  Jennerian 
Hofpital.”  Such  a title  could  not  be  obje&ed  to,  as  fuperfeding  that  of  any  founder  : and  it  would 
conditute  a kind  of  national  Memorial  of  a Man,  to  whom  the  human  race  is  fo  largely  indebted, 
and  whom  England  will  one  day  be  proud  to  own.  The  term  would  be  equally  as  confident  as 
that  of  the  Julian  Calendar,  or  the  Copernican  Syjlem , 


Note  (d)  Page  6. 

See  No.  XXVI.  of  the  Medical  and  Phyfical  Journal,  containing  a tranflation  of  the  Letter 
from  a medical  committee,  addrefled  to  the  refpe&ive  Mayors  of  the  twelve  didridts  of  Paris. 
The  report,  among  other  confirming  evidence  in  favour  of  this  newly  difcovered  Practice,  dates 
“ that  out  of  more  than  a thoufand  inoculated  without  one  finider  event,  not  one  perfon  had  been 
confined  to  his  room  a fingle  day  : That  the  inoculated  had  condant  inter courfe  with  thofe  not 
inoculated,  even  fo  intimate,  as  a Mother,  who  had  not  had  the  Small  Pox , fuckling  her  child 
under  the  difeafe  without  the  lead  fymptom  of  contagion:  That  the  vaccinated  have  been 
incelfantly  expofed  to  the  contagion  of  Small  Pox , even  by  deeping  in  the  fame  bed,  and  eating 
and  drinking  out  of  the  fame  vedels,  without  any  effedl  : That  many  have  afterwards  been  inocu- 
lated for  the  Small  Pox , yet  none  have  taken  the  infection.”— See  alfo  Dr.  Jenner’s  Inquiry,  p. 
*73>  4 »5- 


Note  (e)  Page  6. 

It  is  a remarkable  coincidence  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  idandj  who,  fo  long  ago, 
“ honoured  St.  Paul  with  many  honours  for  healing  certain  of  their  difeafes”  diould  recently  Ihow 
fimilar  marks  of  refpedt  to  thofe  of  our  countrymen,  who  conveyed  to  them  an  antidote  for  a 
difeafe,  which,  on  account  of  its  fatal  effedts,  excited-  among  them  the  utmod  terror. — Is  it 
prefumiug  too  far,  to  entertain  an  humble  and  pious  thought  that  Great  Britain  will  be  the 
ordained  means  in  the  hands  of  God,  of  conveying  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  a continued 
feriesof  future  blefsings,  as  fhe  has,  to  many  of  them,  during  a dark  and  mod  perilous  time,  been 
the  palladium  of  their  prefent  comforts  ? 


( *9  ) 

Note  (f)  Page  7. 

See  Note  (d). -A  report  of  a fimilar  nature  was  made  by  the  Surgeon  of  the  marine  Barracks 

<f  Chatham,  Hating  “ that  the  Cow  Pock  patients  feel  fo  little  inconvenience  from  the  diforder  that 
u was  not  necefiary  to  have  them  entered  on  the  fick-lift ; and  that  they  performed  the  fame  duty  as 
the  other  men.” — See  alfo  Dr.  Jenner’s  Inquiry,  p.  157. 

Note  (g)  Page  7. 

For  feveral  valuable  fuggeftions  on  the  fubjeft  difcufled  in  this  difcourfe,  the  author  is 
indebted  to  Jofeph  Wainwright,  Efq : a man  not  lefs  diftinguilhed  for  his  profeflional  Ikill  as  a 
Surgeon,  than  for  his  importance  and  refpe&ability  as  a member  of  fociety  : — Perhaps  his  energy 
and  a&ivity  of  body  and  mind  were  never  more  ftrikingly  confpicuous  than  during  the  « perilous 
times,”  which  have  now, — thanks  to  a preferving  God  I apparently  palled  away.  Being  Captain 
of  a loyal  AlTociation,  he  has  frequently  been  feen  training  his  corps  to  difcipline,  by  dawn  of  day, 
after  having,  throughout  the  previous  night,  been  feduloully  alfuaging  the  pangs  of  fome  miferable 
patient.  From  the  field,  where  (not  with  Handing  his  other  numerous  avocations)  he  never  once  failed 
to  appear , animating  with  true  patriotifin  his  townfmen  and  neighbours — from  that  theatre  of  public 
duty,  unwearied,  or  rather  defpifing  wearinefs,  he  recurred  to  the  purfuits  of  his  civil  calling  : 
thus,  like  the  Saviour,  whom  He  loveo  ami  delights  to  lerve,  “ going  about  doing  good.” — The 
deliberate  and  cordial  fuffrage  of  fuch  a man,  in  favour  of  Vaccine  Inoculation,  cannot  but  have 
weight. 

Note  (h)  Page  7. 

This  plealing  fadt  was  politely  communicated  by  Dr.  Jenner  to  the  author,  in  the  courfe  of 
an  epiltolary  correfpondence  on  the  fubjedt. 

Note  (1)  Page  8. 

The  woman  here  fpoken  of  now  refides  at  Tipton,  one  mile  from  Dudley — her  name  (that 
of  her  fecond  hulband)  Jane  Lammas  ; her  maiden  name,  (as  was  alfo  that  of  her  firft  hulband) 
Clarke.  When  Ihe  had  the  Cow  Pock,  Ihe  lived  at  Perton,  near  Cricklade,  in  Wiklhire,  with  her 
parents,  who  occupied  a finall  dairy  farm,  and  was  then  about  1 8 years  of  age.  When  Ihe  loft  her 
firft  hulband  of  the  Small  Pox,  and  had  five  of  her  children  ill  of  the  fame  diforder,  Ihe  refided  at 
Holy  Grange,  near  Hales  Owen  : when  Ihe  loft  four  of  her  grand- children,  whom  Ihe  nurfed  under 
it,  her  prefent  parilh  was  her  home. 

Note  (k)  Page  n. 

We  re  the  fqualid  houfes  and  huts  of  the  Poor,  with  their  confent,  annually  white- walhed 
within,  at  the  expenfe  of  each  Parilh  throughout  the  Kingdom,  it  would  be  found  the  means  of 
repelling  or  reftraining  feveral  dangerous  fevers,  and  eventually  prove  political,  in  leflening  the 
parilh  dilburk-ments  to  thofe  rendered  incapable  of  work  by  fuch  difeafes,  or  in  paying  the  incidental 
expenfes  of  their  funerals.  It  would  Hill  be  better  to  take  down  all  fuch  miferable  hovels,  which 
are  feidom  entirely  free  from  contagion,  and  build  warm  and  comfortable  cottages  for  the  poor. 


( 20  ) 


Note  (l)  Page  13, 

Dr.  Marshall,  in  a letter  to  Dr.  Jenner,  fays~“  There  does  not  appear  in  the  Dow 
Pock  to  be  the  leaf!  exciting  caufe  to  any  other  difeafe,  which  in  the  Small  Pox  has  been  frequently 
©bferved,  the  conftitution  remaining  in  as  full  health  and  vigour  after  the  termination  of  the  difeafe 
as  before  the  infe&ion.”  See  Dr.  Jenner’s  Inquiry*  p,  154,  181. 

Note  (m)  Page  14. 

■ — Let  me  urge* 

O Parent ! then,  this  duty  : nor  to  fear 
Or  fuperftition  yielding,  let  thy  child 
Encounter,  in  his  native  fhape,  the  fiend, 

And  brave  his  violence.  For,  whither  !— fay. 

To  what  fequefter’d  haunt,  canft  thou  retreat, 

Where  he  will  not-  purfue  ? — -How  vain  thy  flight! 

How  fure  thy  victory,  if,  as  art  diredt 
And  wife  experience,  thou  anticipate 
His  threaten’d  blow  ! — So,  when  the  Patriarch’s  arm 
Was  ftretch’d  to  flay  his  fon,  an  Angel  came 
And  fav’d  the  vidlim  from  impending  death.” 

Dr„  Downman’s  u Infancy,”  &c0 
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